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T H E

P R E S I D E N T ’ S

P A G E

Richard M. Davidson

ATS

ithout a vision, says
movement will once again
be known as a “People of
the Word, “the people perish” (Prov.
A Vision for the Book.”
I long for ATS to spear29:18, KJV). And so
the Future
head a revival of powerful
do societies. Because
of its vision, the Adventist Theologibiblical preaching among Adventist
cal Society is flourishing. But viministers and elders. ATS meetings
sions, too, must expand, if they are
and publications should be “where
to meet and overcome expanding
the action is”—filled with the adventure of the treasure seeker, doing
challenges.
Inside the front cover of every
constructive theology, digging ever
deeper into the mine of truth, examPerspective Digest is its five-fold
ining cutting-edge moral and ethic
“Commitment to Truth”— “To seek
concerns in the light of Scripture,
it, to preserve it, to love it, to live it,
wrestling with difficult biblical pasto share it.” These five points encapsulate the major contours of my own
sages under the Spirit’s guidance,
vision for the future mission of ATS.
examining unsettled issues in the
earnest prayer-filled spirit of the
I hope to expand the outlined vision
early Advent.
that follows in coming issues of PD.

l.Seek the Truth

2.

“If you seek her as silver, and
search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God!” (Prov. 2:4, 5, NKJV).*
I long for ATS to be a catalyst with
the SDA Church to transform every
member into a more diligent miner
of the Word, so that the Advent

Preserve the Truth

“. . . [E]xhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the saints”
(Jude 3). I believe that ATS has been
raised up at this time to help provide
a buttress, as it were, against erosion
of the doctrinal foundations of our
faith. The “pillars” of biblical Adventism— “the Bible and the Bible only”
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with Him who is Truth. May ATS
writers and lecturers let the love of
the truth pervade presentations, captivate readers and hearers, permeate
their senses. May Adventists (like
myself) who once enjoyed the false
excitement of questioning and
doubting the truths Adventists have
long held dear, find the true excitement of discovering the deep and
glorious harmony (rather than apparent surface contradictions) in the
Word. May they find the real joy of
experiencing the “constant development and expansion” of truth
(Christ's Object Lessons, p. 127) without discarding or rejecting the old.
May the love of the truth energize
every ATS member, and through
them the whole church, with fresh
vistas into the beauty and wonder of
that truth.
4. Live the Truth
“And this is eternal life, that they
may know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent’” (John 17:3). I envision ATS
assisting every Seventh-day Adventist to find a “deep and living experience in the things of God” (The
Great Controversy, p. 601). ATS presentations must be not merely theoretical but practical, leading to experiential knowledge of Jesus the Word
as revealed in the written Word.
We must have more “how to”
studies—how to overcome temptation, how to pray, how to experience
salvation, how to maintain a living

as the rule of faith and practice,
Christ’s substitutionary atonement
and literal bodily resurrection, the
literal Creation week and the perpetuity of the seventh-day Sabbath, the
state of the dead, the sanctuary and
investigative judgment, the Spirit of
Prophecy, the Second Advent—all
are being subjected to eroding forces
from without and within the church.
ATS seeks to work, not independently, but as a supportive ministry
of the church, to build confidence in
God and His Word and His last-day
message in the face of inroads of
skepticism and doubt.
3. Love the Truth
“. .. [B]ecause they did not receive
the love of the truth, that they might
be saved” (2 Thess. 2:10). The best
defense against the “strong delusion”
(vs. 11) predicted for the last days is
to take the offensive—not just to preserve but to love the truth. I envision
every article in our ATS publications,
every presentation at our conventions, bursting with excitement over
the glories and the riches of the truth
we treasure. Not just a “conservative”
holding on to a past deposit of doctrine (remember that Ellen White
always used the term conservative in a
negative way!), but a vibrant presentation of the Truth Incarnate—the
One who said, “T am. . . the truth’”
(John 14:6).
To Adventists who have lost their
“first love” of the truth, may ATS
show what it means to fall in love
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scholars who share our respect for
Scripture). We must continue this
fellowship with and outreach to our
evangelical brothers and sisters.
The second venue is the scholarly
Journal of the Adventist Theological
Society (JATS)y edited by Frank B.
Holbrook, a highly respected biblical
scholar, teacher, and writer. I hope to
see future issues of JATS focus more
directly on the non-SDA evangelical
audience. Many of its biblical truths
need wider circulation in the nonSDA evangelical world. The next
three issues will contain studies on
the Book of Daniel, major Adventist
doctrines, and the Book of Revelation respectively. During the next
two years we plan to have JATS
indexed in the major religion indices, so that non-SDA scholars will
become aware of Adventist scholarly
literature that addresses concerns
many of them share about the
authority of Scripture.
Of course, the best way to share
truth is on the personal level. The
efforts of ATS to seek, preserve, love,
and live the truth surely will result in
a more effective personal witness
among society members and with
those touched by their influence.
May God hasten the day when He
will be able to say of His people,
“‘Jerusalem shall be called the City
of Truth’” (Zech. 8:3).
□*

connection with Christ, how to
study the Bible, how to make Scripture our practical guide of life. Here
is theology at its best! Scripture
linked with life; Scripture probing
ever more deeply the biblical foundations for life-style issues, hammering out biblical principles that
will undergird not only our public
worship but also our various “secular” disciplines. In view of the decisive tests just ahead, we need, in
every aspect of life, to ask “Are our
feet planted on the rock of God’s
immutable word?” (Ibid., p. 594).
5. Share the Truth
“. . . [W]ho desires all. . . to be
saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). ATS is
directly involved in sharing truth
with a non-SDA theological audience
in two special public venues. The first
is the scholarly meeting of ATS each
fall in connection with the Evangelical Theological Society annual meeting. We have been overjoyed to see
many scores of our Evangelical
friends attending our sessions, as we
have dealt with such topics as
hermeneutics, Creation, the Book of
Daniel, and the Book of Revelation.
The amazing thing about these
sessions with ETS is that Adventists
are the only non-member denomination granted this privileged status,
and our program schedule is printed
hour-by-hour with theirs, offering
options for any to attend (and we are
blessed by the study of evangelical

* Unless otherwise specified, all Bible texts are
taken from the New King James Version.
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